
CP Zaner, the founder of The Zanerian College died tragically when his car was struck by 
a train on December 1st, 1918 just seven miles north of Columbus. His sister-in-law Mrs 
Mary Irwin was also killed. Zaner’s wife was seriously injured. The contents of his 
personal library were sold and the proceeds given to his widow. Below is the list of 
penmanship books from his personal collection. Please see image posted in next message 
that shows Zaner behind the wheel of the very car he would eventually die in. Thanks to 
Neil McCaffery for copying this information for me to text convert. 
 
The Private Library of C. P. Zaner 
 
By special request of Mrs. Zaner, I have been duly authorized to make a disposition of 
Mr. Zaner's personal and life-time collection of useful and valuable books and reference. 
 
This is an unparalleled opportunity for the friends of penmanship, lovers of art and 
nature, students of literature and education, to own some of the books which gave much 
inspiration, knowledge and skill to Mr. Zaner, the world's great penmanship genius, who 
met a most untimely and tragic death Dec. 1, 1918. 
 
When ordering books, give title and price, enclosing remittance in case the book or books 
which you select may be sold before your order is received, it is suggested that you 
specify whether you may wish others from the catalogue, giving the order of your 
preference; otherwise money will be promptly returned. Special discount of 25% on 
orders amounting to ten dollars or more. All books sent prepaid. 
 
All remittances will be turned to Mrs. Zaner in full, subtracting only postage or carriage 
charges. 
 
Kindly assist wherever you can in the sale of this superb library. After close of sale on 
September 30, 1919 all unsold books will be donated to the Public Library, Columbus, 
Ohio. Place your order immediately. Address all communications and remittances direct 
to: 
 
Tom Sawyier, R.D.8, Columbus, Ohio 
 
Penmanship Books: 
1 Spencerian Compendium, complete. In excellent condition. Leather-gilt edge. Very 
rare. An opportunity indeed Net $10.00 
1 The Madarasz Book. Morocco. New $2.50 
1 Zanerian Script Alphabets, Cloth board. New $2.50 
1 Zanerian Alphabets. Latest edition. New $2.00 
1 Pen Art Portfolio. Zaner $0.75 
1 Gems of Flourishing. Zaner. New $0.75 
1 Set Perception Letters. Zaner. New ($1.00) 0.75 
1 Public School Penmanship. Clark. Ginn & Co $0.80 
1 Ornamental Penmanship. Zaner. First Edition 1897 $0.50 
1 Modern Business Penmanship. Mills $0.30 



1 American Commercial Penmanship. Commercial Text Book Co. Cloth $0.50 
1 Lessons in Penmanship. Doner.1907 $0.40 
2 Penman's Dictionary or Word Book. E. D. Snow. (25c) $0.15 
1 Zanerian Theory of Penmanship. Zanerian Authors. 1892. Original Zanerian Copy-
Leather. Rare $2.00 
2 Manual of Simplified Script. Zaner. 1899. Early publication Now rare Each $0 .25 
1 The Arm Movement Method of Rapid Writing. Zaner. 1904 Edition. Cloth and boards 
$0.50 
1 Lister's Writing Lessons $0.35 
1 Book of Alphabets. Shaylor $0.20 


